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' 4 Agenis on Socialist Case

Are ﬁa&msﬁwﬁ@uﬂ ed by CIA

At marin ey Py

ety

By Stephen Green
Washmzmn Post Staff Writer’

A CIA spokesman said
; yesterday it “can be as-
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i : nated R4, R-5, R-6 and BT
,were working for the intelli-
,gence agency when they
‘gathered information about
th Young Socialists Alli-

. ance here in 1969 and 1970.
" The spokesman also said
;- that some-information about
¢ the. Alliance apd its parent

! Socialist Workers Party was
‘obtamed casually by. CIA

.= employs in the course of -

¢ * doing other business.

; Other material about the
.parly may have been sent to
the CIA by persons not con-
. nected with the agency and

{ then was put into CI.\fl}.es,

_the spokesman added.

‘¢ Documents showing that
‘ the intelligence agency ob-
7 tained information about
‘the Soclalist Workers Party
.as carly -as 1951 were re-
-leased Wednesday by the
-party. .

+ The party obtained the
‘documents from the CIA as
the result of a court order

Jin a suit seeking to stop the.

CIA, FBI and cother govern-
"ment agencies from spying
“on it. The civil suit was
“brought in New York City

:hy the Political Rights De-

{fense Fund.

In addition to showinZ the -

CIA kept literature about
. the party, the documents
"also show the agency got in-

formation about party meet-

-ings here in 1969 and 1970
from four agents identified
‘only as R-4, R-5, R-6 and R-7.

The Young Socialists Alli-
“ance is the youth organiza-
tion of the Socialist Workers

Party which espouses the’

world revolution plnlosophy
of the late T.eon Trotsky.

The Rockefeller Commis- .
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d” that agents desig-
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sion repoxt on the CIA said
the agency violated its char~
ter by spying on domestic

. organizations, It sgecifically -

cited Operation CHAOS, a
CIA operation to spy on an-
tiwar and black activist

' groups around the country

hetween 1967 and 1973.

It also saxd that in 1967
and 1968 the CIA’s Office of
uecurxty infiltrated and
spied on activist organiza-
tions in Washingtor but in
December of 1968 that oper-
ation was turned. over to
D.C. Police.

President Ford created

- the Rockefeller Commission

to investicate the CIA after
press  reports that - the

. agency engaged in massive,

illegal domestic spying.
The only mention by the
commission of CIA domestie

" spying in Washington after
¥ &

1968 was an occassion in
1971 when a CHAOS agent
was assigned to infiltrate

the May Day antiwar organi-
* zation. i
The CIA spokesman said

vesterday that the agents
identified only as R-4, R-3,
R-6 and R-T may have

wotked for the CHAOS pro- -

ject. He said it also was pos-

“sible that the four agents
spying on the Young Social-

ists Allilance here may have
been “overzealous.” -

‘On Wednesday, the CIA
spokesman said R-4, -5, R.6
and R-7 may or may not

_ have been CIA agents. Yes?

terday, he said: “It can be
assumed” they were work-
ing for the CIA.” Their re-
ports were filed with the
CIA Office of Security, ac-
cording to the documents.
The documents ~include
copies of memorandums
dated 1959 and 1961, respec-
tively, from New York and
Boston “field” offices, The
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1959 memo’ deals with Y_S.‘ - ﬁ,qfaj"\/
literature obtained from Co+l )

Jumbia University. The 1961y
memo discusses literature'
obtained at a YSA demon- §

- stration near Harvard Uni-

versity. .
The CIA spokesman said
the ‘memos were written
from the agency's New York
and Boston offices to CIA

headquarters.

According to the spokes-:
man, the material was gath.
ered in a “passive way.” He
said the CIA had not then
“targeted” the ¥YSA for sur-

" veillance, “It was overt, not

covert,” thw spokesman’
said. _ (
He expalined that “some ;
of our fellows probably
were passing through Har-
vard Yard on other business
and picked it (the literature)
up and sent it to us.” )
According to the spokes-.
mar, the CIA maintained a
filé on the Socialists Work-
ers Party as early as 1931
because the orﬂnimtion!
was -listed as “subversive”
by the Justice Depa n’tn'emg
and that in doing backy
ground checks on potem'a’
CIA employees, the agencyf
would -want 1o cheeX thy
possibility of any link bri}
tween potential emg oveds

and the party. g
The documents also shok
the CIA Kkept in its [iles %

copy of the 1268 New Yor:
state elections ballet con-%
taining the names of Social-
ist Workers P1rt}, cangii.
dates. .

The CIA spokesman said
that persons not employed -

. by the agency often sent it'.

unselicited material. “There
js a nut fringe that sends us
stuff. What do we do with
it? We pop it in tne fxles o
he said. - . .
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